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SUBJECT: GON EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUT MISSING PERSONS IN CHILE 

1 . MFA SUMMONED CHILEAN CHARGE JUNE 2 TO GIVE EXPRESSION TO 
GON "EXTREME CONCERN ABOUT THE SITUATION SURROUNDING SOME 2,500 
PEOPLE MISSING IN CHILE." ACCORDING TO MFA SPOKESMAN CHARGE 
WAS TOLD THAT DUTCH GOVERNMENT DEPLORED FACT THAT A HUNGER 
STRIKE BY RELATIVES OF THE MISSING PERSONS IN CHILE LAST YEAR 

HAD REMAINED WITHOUT EFFECT. ACCORDING TO THE SPOKESMAN, 
ALTHOUGH GON WAS UNABLE TO ACT IN THE SAME WAY AS POLITICAL 
PARTIES AND PRESSURE GROUPS, IT HAD BEEN DOING SOMETHING IN 
ITS OWN WAY AND THROUGH ITS OWN CHANNELS ABOUT VIOLATIONS OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE SINCE THE 1973 COUP. HOWEVER, THE 
DELICATE SITUATION OF THE CHILEAN HUNGER STRIKERS MADE IT 
INADVISABLE TO GIVE DETAILS ON THE POLICIES ADOPTED BY THE 
DUTCH EMBASSY IN SANTIAGO. 

2. COMMENT: DUTCH PUBLIC OPINION HAS BEEN HIGHLY CRITICAL OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS BY THE POST-ALLENDE GOVERNMENT IN 
CHILE, ALTHOUGH DURING RECENT MONTHS THE FOCUS ON CHILE HAS 
BEEN INCREASINGLY SUPPLANTED BY CRITICISM OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 THE HA 03131 080555Z 

PRACTICES IN ARGENTINA. THERE HAS ALSO BEEN SOME LOCAL CRITICISM 
HERE OF THE DUTCH SOCCER TEAM FOR SUPPOSEDLY BOLSTERING THE 
ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT'S IMAGE BY PLAYING IN THE WORLD CUP 
CHAMPIONSHIPS. SOME OF THIS HAS RUBBED OFF ON THE DUTCH 
GOVERNMENT, WHOSE POSITION HAS NOT BEEN MADE ANY EASIER BY 
REPORTED STATEMENTS OF THE DUTCH AMBASSADOR IN BUENOS AIRES 
WHICH FAILED TO REFLECT LOCAL CONCERNS AND WHICH MANY JUDGED 
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TO BE ILL-CONSIDERED. LAST WEEK THERE WERE HUNGER STRIKES 
IN EIGHT DUTCH CITIES IN SUPPORT OF SIMILAR STRIKES IN SANTIAGO 
BY FAMILIES OF MISSING CHILEANS. THERE WERE ALSO QUESTIONS 
IN PARLIAMENT CONCERNING GON ATTITUDE TOWARD THE HUNGER STRIKE 
AND MISSING PERSONS IN CHILE. THE NETHERLANDS TRADE UNION 
FEDERATION (FNV) CALLED FOR GON ACTION. IT SEEMED ALMOST 
WITH RELIEF THAT MFA UNDERLINED ITS HUMAN RIGHTS STANCE TO 
THE CHILEAN CHARGE HERE ON FRIDAY. 

BROWN 
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